
 

Annie’s Homegrown praises cheese supplier for sustainable certification 
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Annie's CEO John Foraker says Food Alliance certification gives him 'added confidence'  

! ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǊŀƴŘ !ƴƴƛŜΩǎ IƻƳŜƎǊƻǿƴ Ƙŀǎ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
standards for sustainable practices established by Food Alliance, the first food processor in the Midwest 
to do so.  

The certification of Plain, Wis.-based Cedar Grove Cheese, a family-owned company in operation since 
мутуΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎŎƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΩ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ΨŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦΩ 

ά!ǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ goes mainstream, we have to continue to differentiate our products in a way that looks 
ƳƻǊŜ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŜŘŀǊ DǊƻǾŜ hǿƴŜǊ .ƻō ²ƛƭƭǎΦ ά/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
growing concerned about other important issues, like humane animal trŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 
addressed under organic standards. If we want to talk about sustainability, we have to go beyond 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎΦ CƻƻŘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  
 
Portland, Ore.-based Food Alliance is a non-profit that certifies farms, ranches and food processors for sustainable 
agricultural and production practices such as safe and fair working conditions, reduction of pesticide use and toxicity, 
healthy and humane care for livestock, no genetically modified crops or livestock and no hormones or non-therapeutic 
antibiotics.  
 
.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ CƻƻŘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣ ŀǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ-party site inspection, are allowed to use the non-
ǇǊƻŦƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŜŎƻ-label to claims for social and environmental responsibility, which differentiates products and can 
strength brands.  
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ CƻƻŘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀ 
ƪŜȅ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘΣ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǊŀƴŘΣέ {Ŏƻǘǘ 
Exo, executive director of Food Alliance, told Sustainable Food NewsΦ άLǘΩǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜΦέ  
 
Thirteen dairy farms were also certified for standards that include labor conditions, humane 
animal treatment, and conservation of soil and water, enabling them to supply Cedar Grove 
Cheese with milk for Food Alliance certified cheeses. 

Cedar Grove processes about 130,000 pounds of milk a day, producing more than four million 
pounds of traditional and specialty cheeses annually. 

About 270 farms and ranches in 17 U.S. states and one Canadian province are certified as sustainable by Food Alliance. 
These producers manage over 5.1 million acres of range and farm land, raising beef, lamb, pork, dairy products, 
mushrooms, dried beans and lentils, wheat, and a wide variety of fruits and vegetables.  
 
Food Alliance has certified three distribution facilities, 12 processors offering cheeses, dried beans and lentils, and frozen 

 

Cedar Grove Owner Bob Wills 



and canned fruits and vegetables, and three business units of a major Pacific Northwest produce distributor.  
 
Cedar Grove is already known for its commitments to sustainable agriculture; being the first cheese maker to use only milk 
from cows not treated with artificial growth hormones in 1993 and pledging to make its cheeses without the use of 
genetically modified organisms in 2001. 

άCƻƻŘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ²ƛƭƭǎΦ ά9ȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ 
industry are increasing. It used to be enough to collect affidavits from suppliers. With more companies making marketing 
ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΩ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ assurance of a third-ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǳŘƛǘΦέ  
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ !ƴƴƛŜΩǎ IƻƳŜƎǊƻǿƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǎŜǎ /ŜŘŀǊ DǊƻǾŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ 
macaroni and cheese products.  
 
άLǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊ ǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WƻƘƴ CƻǊŀƪŜǊΣ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƻŦ 
!ƴƴƛŜΩǎ IƻƳŜƎǊƻǿƴΦ ά²ŜΩǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ /ŜŘŀǊ DǊƻǾŜΤ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ 
ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎΦέ  
 
The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection provided financial support to help the dairy 
farms and Cedar Grove make the move to Food Alliance certification through its Value Added Dairy Initiative grant 
program. This program helps farmers and processors to become financially successful and environmentally responsible. 

 
 

 


