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ROSEVILLE, Minn. -- Gary and Annette Gilbertson used to have three farming neighbors near their land in Scandia. Now
they're all gone and 14 new homes have been built.

"We're the only ones left operating," said Annette.

The Gilbertsons don't resist this change. Instead, they make it a priority to educate the public about where food comes
from and sustainable agriculture practices.

"That's the only way we'll survive," Annette said.

For their efforts to promote and practice sustainable agriculture while educating the public, the Gilbertsons received the
2008 Keeper of the Vision for a Sustainable Future Grower Award from Food Alliance Midwest, a group focused on
sustainable agriculture. The Gilbertsons, who are Food Alliance Midwest Certified vegetable growers, were given their
plague during the organization's annual meeting Feb. 6 in Roseville.

The Gilbertsons welcome the public to their farm, whether it's someone wanting to purchase their sweet corn,
vegetables or flowers, a neighbor with a question when they see big machinery in the field or groups wanting a farm tour.
A TV news station even came out because they were surprised to learn the Gilbertsons could send their children -- Mark,
Melisa and Carol -- to college on money they made from their farm.

School groups, summer camps and environmental classes come to plant flowers, get hands-on experiences with weeding,
transplanting and packing vegetables or talk about sustainable agriculture. The Gilbertsons implement crop rotation,
minimum tillage, drip irrigation and use green manure. They also have some creative farming techniques; in order to
handle deer, they plant less expensive crops and let the animals eat.

In the fall they have a corn maze, pumpkin patch and other seasonal activities. The Gilbertsons take advantage of this
educational opportunity -- the maze includes agriculture trivia with prizes for those who know the answers.

The couple has a long history of hiring high school and college students, believing that the farm is an ideal place for young
people to learn work ethics and self-respect.

"They love being out in the field and having that satisfaction of watching something grow," said Annette.



One of their current employees earns a raise when he gets high grades on his report card. A former worker, one of the
first who started helping out on the farm, is now lined up to a become a member of the family; he's engaged to their
youngest daughter.

"They met weeding onions," smiled Annette.

The couple takes their agriculture education efforts off the farm with corn roasts for college campuses and corporate
events. At these events, they answer questions about where the food is grown, the corn roaster and what else they grow.

"Their excited to meet the farmers," Annette said.

All of these activities help the Gilbertsons' public image so when they go to farmers markets people come looking for
them.

"They've come to know that when they come to us they get a good product,” Annette said.

The 2008 Keeper of the Vision Market Partner Award went to Ray Thering, district executive chef for ARAMARK, located
at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, for his efforts to incorporate locally grown and sustainable foods on
campus.

The Partnership Achievement Awards went to Doug Peterson, president of Minnesota Farmers Union, as well as Brett
Olson and Jan Joannides of Renewing the Countryside. Both organizations collaborated with Food Alliance Midwest on
the Minnesota Cooks program.



