Blueberry group promotes industryvide certification

Growers say industry should now act to prevent problems
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Oregon growers harvested a record 44.2 million pounds of blueberries last summer and prices held. For most
commaodity groups, that would signal a time to celebrate. For the state's blueberry growers, it triggered a desire to
make things even better.

The Oregon Blueberry Growers Association now is looking to increase participation in good agricultural practices
certification programs to ensure more good years are forthcoming.

The subject will be the topic of a workshop on Feb. 16 at the LaSells Stewart Center on the Oregon State University
campus in Corvallis, Ore.

The association's board of directors has invited an inspector from the Oregon Department of Agriculture who conducts
audits for the department's Good Agricultural Practices program. Board members are opening the workshop to about
100 participants.

Bryan Ostlund, administrator of the Oregon Blueberry Commission, said the actions speak highly of the organization.
Often, he said, it takes a market downturn before growers look for ways to improve their standing.

"The blueberry guys are a pretty organized group of growers," Ostlund said. "They have worked very cooperatively
together to keep the momentum rolling. They are thinking way ahead and are actively managing their future."

David Dowling, president of the Oregon Blueberry Growers Association and a Dayton, Ore., farmer, said many bigger
growers already are certified under a good agricultural practices program - either through the ODA or through an
independent certifier such as Food Alliance. Many smaller farmers, however - including many who sell direct through U-
pick or farm stands - aren't certified and in most cases have little desire to get certified.

The association, he said, would like to get those growers thinking about certification.

"l would like to see every single grower certified,” Dowling said.

"It's for the public's best interest and it's for the blueberry industry's best interest," said Paul Norris, a Roseburg grower
who serves on the association's food safety committee.





